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FIRE LANES 
Purpose  

This standard outlines the general requirements for Fire Lanes. Information contained herein applies to 
typical instances and may not address all circumstances.  

Code References  

2023 California Fire Code as adopted and amended by the Schell Vista Fire District and Sonoma 
County.  Section 503 and the California Vehicle Code  

Amend subsection 503.3 to read as follows: 

503.3 Marking. Where required by the fire code official, approved signs or other approved notices or 
markings that include the words NO PARKING- FIRE LANE in accordance with the 

California Vehicle Code, shall be provided for fire apparatus access roads to identify such roads or 
prohibit the obstruction thereof. The means by which fire lanes are designated shall be maintained in a 
clean and legible condition at all times and be replaced or repaired when necessary to provide adequate 
visibility. 

General 

Fire Lanes are required to be installed and maintained in accordance with the Fire Code. All fire lanes 
shall be approved by the Fire Department and plans shall be submitted for approval prior to starting 
construction of any building where fire lanes are required. No one shall mark, post, or otherwise identify 
a non-fire lane street, whether public or private, as a fire lane.  
 

OPTION # 1 - NO PARKING FIRE LANE GENERAL INSTALLATION: (Fire Lane Sign 
 

1. Signs markings Fire Lanes are to be spaced so they are within three (3) feet of each end of 
curbed areas and spaced a minimum of one hundred (100) feet apart within the bounded areas.  

2. Additionally, one (1) sign is required for each island adjacent to a Fire Lane or access road if the 
road width is less than twenty (20) feet. 

3. Signs are to be visible to oncoming vehicular traffic and visible from both directions of travel.  
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4. Signs and curb markings shall be installed in order to provide the necessary unobstructed width 
and adequate turning radius of Fire Department Apparatus.  

• Signs may be mounted on existing posts or buildings, if post or building is no more that 24" from 
curb or edge or road surface.  

6. Detailed plans of the proposed Fire Lane markings shall be provided to the Fire Prevention     
Bureau for review prior to installation.  

 

 

RED ON WHITE REFLECTORIZED 0.063 GAUGE CVC 22500.1 REFERENCED 
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OPTION # 2  - NO PARKING FIRE LANE (PROPERTIES WITH MARKED STALLS): (Entrance Sign) 

1. One (1) Sign is required at all points of entry to properties with marked parking stalls.

2. Signs are to face oncoming vehicular traffic.

3. All curbs adjoining fire lanes or posted areas are to be painted per striping standard.

4. Signs and curb markings shall be installed in order to provide the necessary unobstructed width 
and adequate turning radius of Fire Department Apparatus. 

• Signs may be mounted on existing posts, gates, or buildings, if post or building is no more that
24" from curb or edge or road surface.

6. Detailed plans of the proposed Fire Lane markings shall be provided to the Fire Prevention
Bureau for review prior to installation.
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RED ON WHITE REFLECTORIZED 0.080 GAUGE CVC 22500.1 REFERENCED 
 

Striping Detail 

Striping. All required fire lanes shall be provided and maintained with fire lane striping that consists of 
curb top and side painted red with four inch (4") high white letters stating "FIRE LANE    -   NO PARKING " 
to be painted upon the red stripe every fifteen feet (15') along the entire length of the fire lane showing 
the exact boundary of the fire lane.  

 

Fire lane markings shall be upon the vertical surface of the curb, unless otherwise approved by the Chief 
or authorized representative. Illustration of approved fire lane markings is as follows: 
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Maintenance  

All designated fire lanes shall be maintained and kept in a state of good repair at all times by the owner 
or person in control of the premises.  

Violations 

Violation of posted “FIRE LANES” as described in California Vehicle Code Section 22500.1 may be subject 
to immediate removal as set forth in California Vehicle Code Section 22651 for any vehicle parked or left 
standing in an area identified as a fire lane.  
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Sign Post and foundation Installation 
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